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ACTION: THE WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE !. '* 

EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER FROM 
BUNKER 

REFS: A) WHS 2309; B) WHS 2310; C) STATE 199904 

1. I took up with Thieu today substance of Refs B and C. I have 


reported concerning Tran Van Lam’s statements (Ref C) in my 


message to the Department (Saigon 15724) and will not repeat 
here. 



2. I said that the President was astonished and found it in- 
comprehensible that within twenty- four hours after having 

received his letter and giving his views concerning the nature 
% 

of the draft agreement and pointing out that he considered the 

comments of Foreign Minister Lam that the U. S. is negotiating 

a surrender to be as damaging an L re unfair that Thieu 

should have referred to the agreement . * -ur render document. 

I had been asked to bring this to Thieu’s attention because of 

the seriousness with which these statements are viewed in the 
* 

United States and by my Government, especially at this sensitive 

time. It is our view that whatever domestic gain he may believe 

such statements achieve here is more than offset by the sharp 

loss of the confidence and support which he and his government 

suffer in the United States. We fear that this process is nearing 

* 
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the point of no return. In that case, there is certainly no future 
for the GVN or the South Vietnamese people. I repeated, as I 
had in referring to Tran Van Lam's statements, that it is 
imperative to put a moratorium on statements of this kind. 

As mentioned in Saigon 15724 1 am hopeful that Thieu will react 
accordingly. 

3. I reported that we had not yet heard from Hanoi on the next 
meeting. However, the broadcast from Hanoi two days ago 
seems to indicate that they will ultimately agree to another 
round of meetings, although we do not think it probable that 
this will take place until the end of next week, probably 
November 9. X repeated that we would welcome Mr. Nha's 
presence at the time of the next meeting so that he could report 
on developments at the end of each session. While Thieu did 
not give me a definite reply, he indicated that he would probably 
take up our suggestion. 

4. I informed Thieu of the matters that we will take up and 
ask for at the next round of meetings (as outlined para 2, Ref 
B). • 

✓ 

5. I impressed on him again that it is essential to drop attacks 
against the United States and against you; that he does not need 
these for his domestic situation and they can do him only 
irreparable harm in the United States. I shall continue to follow 
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guidelines stated para 4, Ref B. 

6. This afternoon Nha delivered to me Memorandum on changes 
GVN proposes in draft agreement, which is being forwarded 
immediately following message. 

7. Warm regards. 

BUNKER 
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